
A GIFT TO YOU FROM RODGERS INSTRUMENTS  



Once in Royal David’s City, a Christmas carol originally written as a 

poem by Cecil Frances Alexander, was first published in 1848 in her 

hymnbook Hymns for Little Children. A year later, English organist 

Henry Gauntlett set the poem to music. 

Gauntlett was organist at a number of London churches. He edited 

many hymnbooks and wrote more than a thousand hymn tunes, 

although his setting of “Once in Royal David’s City” to the tune of 

“Irby” is his most famous.  

Since 1919, the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols at King’s College 

Chapel, Cambridge, has begun its Christmas Eve service with this as the 

processional hymn. 

Once in royal David’s city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that Mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little Child. 

 

He came down to earth from heaven 

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, 

And his cradle was a stall: 

With the poor and mean and lowly, 

Lived on earth our Saviour holy.  

For he is our childhood’s pattern; 

Day by day like us he grew, 

He was little, weak, and helpless, 

Tears and smiles like us he knew: 

And he feeleth for our sadness, 

And he shareth in our gladness. 

 

And our eyes at last shall see him 

Through his own redeeming love, 

For that Child so dear and gentle, 

Is our Lord in heaven above: 

And he leads his children on 

To the place where he is gone.  

Organ registrations for this arrangement: 

General 1: 

Swell: Soft celestes 

Great: Flute 4’, tremulant 

Pedal: Soft 16 

Swell 1:  Principal 8, Oboe 8’ 

General 2: 

Swell: 8s and 4s 

Great: 8s and 4s, Swell to Great 

Pedal: 16, 8 to balance 

General 3: 

Swell: Full to mixture 

Great: Full to mixture, Swell to Great 

Pedal: 16, 8, 4 to balance 
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DEDICATED TO  

MOVING HEARTS AND SOULS  

Since 1958, Rodgers has been committed to heightening the  

spiritual experience of audiences with the transformational  

power of music. Rodgers organs not only capture the essence  

of American pipe organ sound, they have led the way in  

making organs more accessible to places of worship,  

universities, music schools, and enthusiasts around the world.  
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